Order No. 5-073-C (1-RLM), April 8, 1975

This order alleged a violation of 30 CFR 75,308 in that the quantity
of air reaching the working face of No. 1 entry was inadequate to maintain
the methane below 1.0 percent.^/ Mid-Continent does not dispute the read-
ings taken by MESA showing 1 or more percent of methane at the working face
but state they check the face for methane after each cutting and, if
methane in excess of one percent is found, they cut the power, wing the
curtain to increase the air to clear the methane and recheck the face.
While this is continued throughout the working day, Mid-Continent acknowledges
this procedure to be only a temporary solution.

The record clearly shows that the changes or adjustments made by
Mid-Continent do not maintain the methane content at the level required
by the regulation.  According, we affirm the judge in finding a violation
as alleged.

Notice No. 5-083 (1-RLM), April 24, 1975

This notice asserts a violation of 30 CFR 75.308 3/ because a
continuous miner was not deenergized immediately when the methane monitor
on the continuous miner indicated more than 1 percent methane.

J/30 CFR 75,308 provides;  Methane accumulations in face areas.  1!If at
any time the air at any working place, when tested at a point not less
than 12 inches from the roof, face, or rib, contain 1.0 volume per
centum or more of methane, changes or adjustments shajUMje made at once
in the ventilation in such mine so that such air shall contain less
than l.Q volume per centum of methane. While such changes or adjustments
are underway and until they have been achieved, power to electric face
equipment located in such place shall be cut off, no other work shall be
permitted in such place, and due precautions shall be carried out under
the direction of the operator or his agent so as not to endanger other
areas of the mine. If'at any time such air contains 1.5 volume per
centum or more of methane, all persons, except those referred to in
section 104(d) of the Act, shall be withdrawn from the area of the mine
endangered thereby to a safe area, and all electric power shall be cut
off from the endangered area of the mine, until the air in such working
place shall contain less than 1.0 volume per centum of methane.  [Emphasis
supplied],

30 CFR 75.308-1 provides: "The "changes or adjustments" which shall be
made in the ventilation means Increasing the quantity or improving the
distribution of air in the affected working place to the extent sufficient
to reduce and maintain the methane content less than 1.0 volume per centum
when operations are resumed."  [Emphasis supplied].

2503rr-McGee presented mathematical  calculations  that   since  the
